Future Tense
In English, it is often possible to choose which form of future tense we use. There are however some basic rules. These are described below.
Present Simple

We use this to describe a future event when it is part of a timetable, or a fixed occurrence.
The lesson finishes at 1335.

The train leaves at 1238.

The television programme starts at half past eight.

Present Continuous
We usually use this to describe personal arrangements and plans we have already made, when we know when.

I am eating with Paul and Sarah on Thursday evening.

Paul and Sarah are playing tennis on Sunday afternoon.

We are taking the cat to the vet’s on Monday at nine o’clock.
We can also use it to ask questions about somebody’s plans.

What are you doing tonight?

Going to + infinitive
This is different from the present continuous because it is necessary to use the infinitive of the main verb. Going to gives the verb a future meaning.
We use this to describe things we are certain will happen, or things we know will happen. Maybe we can already see that something is imminent.

In general, this is less certain than the present continuous, because even if we have already decided, the action or event has not been fixed or arranged.

I am going to teach in Russia one day.
Paul and Sarah are going to buy a new house.

She is going to teach me Kazakh.
Look! That man on the motorbike is going to crash!

Will + infinitive

This is the least certain of the four. We believe something will happen, but it has not been arranged and it is therefore not certain. We use this for:
Predictions

Italy will win the World Cup in 2010.

Promises

I will help you, I promise.
Offers


I’ll give you a hand with the packing.
Requests

Will you help me with my homework? Or I won’t help you this time.
We also use it when we make a decision at the time of speaking.
Did you know that the cafe is offering free food all night?

Really? I’ll go as soon as I finish my English homework.

